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Midweek Lenten Vespers

March 20, 2024
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus
Christ according to St. Mark

440 JESUS, | WILL PONDER NOW (stanzas 1-3)
Lent Versicles

O Lord, open my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our sal - va - tion.

PSALMODY Psalm 22:1-21

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from
the words of my groaning?



O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.
Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.

In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.

To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;

“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in
him!”

Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother's
breasts.

On you was | cast from my birth, and from my mother's womb you have been my
God.

Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help.

Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me;

they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax;
it is melted within my breast;

my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in
the dust of death.

For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my
hands and feet--

I can count all my bones--they stare and gloat over me;

they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.

But you, O LoRD, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid!

Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog!

Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns of the wild
oxen!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

440 JESUS, | WILL PONDER NOW (stanzas 4-6)

READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE lIsaiah 52:13—53:12

Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up,
and shall be exalted.

As many were astonished at you—
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—



so shall he sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which has not been told them they see,
and that which they have not heard they understand.
Who has believed what they heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground,;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is
silent, so he opened not his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the LorD shall prosper in his hand.
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,



make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore | will divide him a portion with the many,

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE  Mark 15:33-47

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until
the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And
some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” And someone
ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink,
saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” And Jesus
uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in
two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in
this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”

There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.
When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were
also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who
was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have
already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already
dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the
corpse to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped
him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And
he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the
mother of Joses saw where he was laid.

O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.



Responsory (Lent)

Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
Refrain
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Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me
from those who rise a - gainst me.

In You, O Lord, do | put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.

Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me
from those who rise a - gainst me.

Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
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Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me
from those who rise a - gainst me.
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SERMON
CANTICLE LBS 231
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(L) Let my prayer rise before You as in - cense,
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and the lifting up of my hands as the eve - ning sac - ri - fice.
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My soul mag-ni-fies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Sav-ior;
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(I for He has re-gard - ed the lowliness of His hand-maid - en.
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(M For be-hold,from this day all generations will call me bless- ed.
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(I and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to gen - er - a - tion.
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(I] He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
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imagination of their hearts. (] He has cast down the

might-y from their thrones and hasex - alt-ed the low - ly.

(Il He has filled the hun - gry with good things,
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and the rich He has sent emp -ty a - way.
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(M He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mer - cy
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as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for-ev-er.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho - ly Spir-it;
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as it was inthe be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev - er. A-men.

OFFERING
PRAYER
KYRIE LSB 233
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@ Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

COLLECTS

(P) The Lord be with you.
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And with your spir - it.

COLLECT FOR PEACE LSB 233
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that
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our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 234
P) Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
[P) The grace of our Lord *I- Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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A - men.
883 ALL PRAISE TO THEE, MY GOD, THIS NIGHT
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Holy Week
24 March, Palm Sunday - 9:30 am
28 March, Maundy Thursday - 6:30 pm
29 March, Good Friday Tenebrae - 6:30 pm
31 March, Easter - 6:30 & 9:30 am
Easter breakfast to follow the Sunrise service



