
 

                                                                 

                                                                 

                                                            Midweek Lenten Vespers  

                                                                      March 13, 2024 

   The Passion of Our Lord Jesus  

Christ according to St. Mark 

 
 

440    JESUS, I WILL PONDER NOW   (stanzas 1-3) 
 

Lent Versicles 
 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

 
  

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

 
  

 

 

 
 

PSALMODY    Psalm 22:1-21 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from saving me, from 

the words of my groaning? 
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O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. 

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 

All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 

“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in 

him!” 

Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother's 

breasts. 

On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother's womb you have been my 

God. 

Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help. 

Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 

they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; 

it is melted within my breast; 

my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in 

the dust of death. 

For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my 

hands and feet-- 

I can count all my bones--they stare and gloat over me; 

they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. 

But you, O LORD, do not be far off!  O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 

Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! 

Save me from the mouth of the lion!  You have rescued me from the horns of the wild 

oxen! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

440    JESUS, I WILL PONDER NOW   (stanzas 4-6) 

 

READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE      Mark 15:1-32 
 

And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole council.  And they bound Jesus and led him away and 

delivered him over to Pilate.  And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  

And he answered him, “You have said so.”  And the chief priests accused him of many 

things.  And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make?  See how many 
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charges they bring against you.”  But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was 

amazed. 

Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked.  

And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there 

was a man called Barabbas.  And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as 

he usually did for them.  And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release 

for you the King of the Jews?”  For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief 

priests had delivered him up.  But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 

release for them Bar-abbas instead.  And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I 

do with the man you call the King of the Jews?”  And they cried out again, “Crucify 

him.”  And Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done?”  But they shouted all 

the more, “Crucify him.”  So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them 

Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s 

headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion.  And they clothed him in 

a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him.  And they 

began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  And they were striking his head with a 

reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him.  And when they had 

mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.  

And they led him out to crucify him. 

And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.  And they brought him 

to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).  And they offered him 

wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.  And they crucified him and divided 

his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take.  

And it was the third hour when they crucified him.  And the inscription of the charge 

against him read, “The King of the Jews.”  And with him they crucified two robbers, 

one on his right and one on his left.  And those who passed by derided him, wagging 

their heads and saying, “Aha!  You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 

three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!”  So also the chief priests 

with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself.  Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we 

may see and believe.”  Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 
 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory (Lent) 
 

L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

 
  

L In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

 
  

L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

 
 
SERMON 

 
CANTICLE                                                                                                                LBS 231 

 

 
 

MAGNIFICAT 
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OFFERING 

 

PRAYER 
 
KYRIE LSB 233 

 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 
COLLECTS 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
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COLLECT FOR PEACE                                                                                                   LSB 233 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 

our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 

defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 234 

P   Let us bless the Lord. 

  

 
  

BENEDICTION  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
 

878       ABIDE WITH ME 
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Lenten Midweek Services 
  

Dinners to be served each week - 5:15 pm 
  

20 March, Lenten Midweek 6 - 6:30 pm 

  

  

Holy Week 

24 March, Palm Sunday - 9:30 am 

28 March, Maundy Thursday - 6:30 pm 

29 March, Good Friday Tenebrae - 6:30 pm 

31 March, Easter - 6:30 & 9:30 am 
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