
 

                                                                 

                                                                Ash Wednesday 

                                                                   February 14, 2024 

 

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus  

DIVINE SERVICE III                                              Christ according to St. Mark 

 

Imposition of Ashes:  Worshipers may come forward before the service to receive the 

ashes.  The pastor places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the 

cross, saying, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  After 

receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence.  Ashes are a sign of 

mortality and repentance. 

 

Announcement of Lent 
 

Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins 

a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially 

directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  From ancient 

times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and 

humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and 

draws from it life and hope.  Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake 

of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this 

Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast 

in sincerity and truth. 
 

O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our 

mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return.  

Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for 

those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

419    SAVIOR, WHEN IN DUST TO THEE  

 

Corporate Confession and Absolution                                                   LSB. 290-91 
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Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 

P   I will go to the altar of God, 

C   to God my exceeding joy. 
P   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C   who made heaven and earth. 
 

Confessional Address 

P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood 

to drink.  Therefore, it is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul 

urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of 

those who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear 

God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and 

death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves.  Therefore, our Lord 

Jesus Christ has had mercy on us.  For our benefit He became man so that He might 

fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our 

sin and the punishment we deserve. 
  

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in 

holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.”  It is as if He said, “I 

became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good.  As a pledge of this, I give 

you My body to eat.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.”  Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you 

by taking into Myself all your iniquities.  I give Myself into death, shedding My 

blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new 

testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation.  As a pledge of this, I 

give you My blood to drink.” 
  

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this 

Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
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We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was 

delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification.  Giving Him our most 

heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His 

commandment, love one another as He has loved us.  For we are all one bread and 

one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. 

For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made from 

countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ.  Because of Him, 

we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 

  

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy 

Spirit, accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 
 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the 

sake of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Confession of Sins 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 

  

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

 

Absolution 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Blessing 
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, 

and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 

He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 

 

891   O LIGHT WHOSE SPLENDOR  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know 

how to sustain with a word him who is weary.  Morning by morning he awakens; he 

awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught.  The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward.  I gave my back to those who strike, 

and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and 

spitting. 

But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have 

set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame.  He who 

vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together.  Who is 

my adversary?  Let him come near to me.  Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will 

declare me guilty? 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL  

 

 

O come, let us fix our eyes on | Jesus,* 

 the founder and perfecter | of our faith,                 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the 

shame,* 

 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 

EPISTLE   Romans 5:6-11 
 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person--though perhaps for a good person one 

would dare even to die--but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
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sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his 

blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  For if while we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now 

that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  More than that, we also rejoice 

in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 14:1-11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by 

stealth and kill him, for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from 

the people.” 

And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was 

reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, 

very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head.  There were some 

who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that?  For 

this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to 

the poor.”  And they scolded her.  But Jesus said, “Leave her alone.  Why do you 

trouble her?  She has done a beautiful thing to me.  For you always have the poor 

with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them.  But you will not 

always have me.  She has done what she could; she has anointed my body 

beforehand for burial.  And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in 

the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.” 

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order 

to betray him to them.  And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give 

him money.  And he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

T everlasting. Amen. 
 

438   A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH  

 

SERMON 

 
Stand 

 
OFFERTORY 192 
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OFFERING AND PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and 

gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 

prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
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Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 196 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 197 

 
PAX DOMINI 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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AGNUS DEI 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 637      DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE LORD 
  

 627      JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR 

 
Stand 

 
THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 



10 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 199 
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THANKSGIVING 200 

 
  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 201 
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BENEDICTION 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

692      PRAISE TO YOU AND ADORATION  
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