
 

 First Sunday after Christmas 

 December 31, 2023 

 

 

DIVINE SERVICE III 

 

384      OF THE FATHER'S LOVE BEGOTTEN  

 
Stand - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

367     ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY  

 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 187 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 

Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 

clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 

headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings 

forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord 

GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning 

torch. The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
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You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the 

hand of your God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL 

 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

 
EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”   So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 

and if a son, then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
ALLELUIA 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

  



6 

 

 
  

 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 

[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as 

it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall 

be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in 

the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there 

was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 

and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 

him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the 

temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according 

to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 

(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 

hearts may be revealed.” 

 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years 

from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She 

did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 

And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of 

him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.   He suffered and was buried.   And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.   And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
519     IN HIS TEMPLE NOW BEHOLD HIM 

 
SERMON 

 
Stand 
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OFFERTORY 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Stand 

 
OFFERINGS AND PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

After each petition: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER 196 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 197 

 
PAX DOMINI 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

AGNUS DEI 198 
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Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

     376     ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY 

 

     387     JOY TO THE WORLD 

 
Stand 

 
THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 199 
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THANKSGIVING 200 

 
  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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SALUTATION 201 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

937     LORD, BID YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE 
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