
                                                                                          

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

September 17, 2023 

 

DIVINE SERVICE III 

 

693        O HOLY SPIRIT, GRANT US GRACE 

 
Stand - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 86:4, 6, 15a, 16; antiphon: vv. 1a, 2b, 3 

 

Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,* 

 save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God. 

Be gracious to me, | O Lord,* 

 for to you do I cry | all the day. 

Gladden the soul of your | servant,* 

 for to you, O Lord, do I lift | up my soul. 

Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer;* 

 listen to my | plea for grace. 

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious;* 

 turn to me and be gra- | cious to me; 

give your strength to your | servant,* 

 and save the son of your maid- | servant. 
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,* 

 save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God. 

Be gracious to me, | O Lord,* 

 for to you do I cry | all the day. 

 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 187 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
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P O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your 

Church; and because she cannot continue in safety without Your aid, 

preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 17:8–16 

 Then the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], “Arise, go to Zarephath, which 

belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.  Behold, I have commanded a widow there to 

feed you.”  So he arose and went to Zarephath.  And when he came to the gate of 

the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks.  And he called to her and 

said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.”  And as she was going 

to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”  

And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful 

of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug.  And now I am gathering a couple of sticks 

that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.”  

And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said.  But first make 

me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for 

yourself and your son.  For thus says the LORD the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour 

shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the 

LORD sends rain upon the earth.’”  And she went and did as Elijah said.  And she 

and he and her household ate for many days.  The jar of flour was not spent, 

neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that 

he spoke by Elijah. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 9a 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

Put not your trust in princes, 

 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 

When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 

 on that very day his plans perish. 

Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

who made heaven and earth, 

 the sea, and all that is in them, 

who keeps faith forever; 

 who executes justice for the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 the LORD loves the righteous. 
The LORD watches over the sojourners; 

 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The LORD will reign forever, 

 your God, O Zion, to all generations.  Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;                          

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
EPISTLE Galatians 5:25—6:10 

 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 

restore him in a spirit of gentleness.  Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 

tempted.  Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  For if 

anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But let 



7 

 

each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone 

and not in his neighbor.  For each will have to bear his own load. 

 One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who 

teaches.  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will 

he also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 

corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 

life.  And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if 

we do not give up.  So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 

and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
ALLELUIA 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:24–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

  

 
  

 [Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot 

serve God and money. 

 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life more 

than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air: they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them.  Are you not of more value than they?  And which of you by being anxious 

can add a single hour to his span of life?  And why are you anxious about 

clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 

spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
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these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 

little faith?  Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the Gentiles seek after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious 

for itself.  Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.   He suffered and was buried.   And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.   And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Sit 
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736           CONSIDER HOW THE BIRDS ABOVE 

 
SERMON 

 
Stand 

 
OFFERTORY 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 

BLESSING OF THE BIBLES FOR THE PRESCHOOL 

 
OFFERINGS AND PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

After each petition: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER 196 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 197 

 
PAX DOMINI 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

AGNUS DEI 198 
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Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

636         SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS 
 

725         CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 
 

Stand 

 
THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 199 
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THANKSGIVING 200 

 
  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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SALUTATION 201 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

712        SEEK YE FIRST 
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