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The Holy Trinity 

June 4, 2023 

 

On this Sunday we confess the Athanasian Creed. The following is a historical explanation from 

our hymnal:  

 

 Early in the fourth century, a north African pastor named Arius began teaching that Jesus 

Christ was not truly God.  The Church responded decisively in AD 325 with a statement 

of faith (The Nicene Creed), which confessed that Jesus is, in fact, true God.  

  

Toward the end of the fifth century, another creed was written that delved further into the 

mystery of the Trinity.  Though attributed to Athanasius, a fourth-century opponent of 

Arius, this anonymous creed clearly came at a later stage in the debate.  The Athanasian 

Creed declares that its teachings concerning the Holy Trinity and our Lord’s incarnation 

are “the catholic (universal) faith.”  In other words, this is what the true Church of all 

times and all places has confessed.  More than fifteen centuries later, the Church 

continues to confess this truth, confident that the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, has given Himself for our salvation. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE III 

 
 

507    HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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INVOCATION                                                                                                   LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 



3 

 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.* 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us. 

I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;* 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;* 

 my flesh also | dwells secure. 

For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,* 

 or let your holy one see cor- | ruption. 

You make known to me the | path of life;* 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures for- | 

evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.* 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us. 

 
KYRIE LSB 186 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 187 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the 

glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship 

the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty.  Keep us steadfast in this faith 

and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 6:1–7 

 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him stood the 

seraphim.  Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
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And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 

the house was filled with smoke.  And I said: “Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I am 

a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 

had taken with tongs from the altar.  And he touched my mouth and said: 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 

for.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 PSALM Psalm 8; antiphon: v. 9 

O LORD, our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 

 Out of the mouth of babes and infants, 

you have established strength because of your foes, 

 to still the enemy and the avenger. 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

what is man that you are mindful of him, 

 and the son of man that you care for him? 

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

 and crowned him with glory and honor. 

You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 

 you have put all things under his feet, 

all sheep and oxen, 

 and also the beasts of the field, 

the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 

 whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

O LORD, our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.   Amen. 
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EPISTLE Romans 11:33–36 

 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

 or who has been his counselor?” 

“Or who has given a gift to him 

 that he might be repaid?” 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 

Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 

with him.”  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a 

man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 

and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that 
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I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows where it wishes, and 

you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  Jesus answered him, “Are 

you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?  Truly, truly, 

I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 

but you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you earthly things and you do 

not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  No one has 

ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 

in him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

  
ATHANASIAN CREED – LSB 319, confessed responsively whole-verse by whole-verse. 

 
Sit 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:    941     WE PRAISE YOU AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOU 

 
SERMON 

 
Stand 

 
OFFERTORY LSB 192 
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Stand 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

After each petition: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who 

with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord.  In 

the confession of the only true God, we worship the Trinity in person and the 

Unity in substance, of majesty coequal.  Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 

 
PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 
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Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN:      

                                                  947     ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH 

 
                                                  877    GOD, WHO MADE THE EARTH AND HEAVEN 

 
Stand 

 
THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 
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THANKSGIVING LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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SALUTATION LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

HYMN TO DEPART:      601    ALL WHO BELIEVE AND ARE BAPTIZED 
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