
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 30, 2023 

 

DIVINE SERVICE III 

 
782       GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 66:3, 5, 8–9; antiphon: vv. 1–2 

 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alle- | luia.* 

 Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alle- | luia. 

Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds!* 

 So great is your power that your enemies come cringing | to you.” 

Come and see what | God has done:* 

 he is awesome in his deeds toward the chil- | dren of man. 

Bless our God, O | peoples;* 

 let the sound of his | praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the | living* 

 and has not let our | feet slip. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
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 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alle- | luia.* 

 Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alle- | luia. 

 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 187 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they 

may return to the way of righteousness.  Grant faithfulness to all who are 

admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s Church that they may avoid 

whatever is contrary to their confession and follow all such things as are 

pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Sit 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:25–31 

To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One.   

Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?  He who brings out their 

host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his might, and 

because he is strong in power not one is missing.  Why do you say, O Jacob, and 

speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by 

my God”?  Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The LORD is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow 

weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.  

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they 

who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 

like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM Psalm 147:1–11; antiphon: v. 5 

Praise the LORD! 

For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

He heals the brokenhearted 

 and binds up their wounds. 

He determines the number of the stars; 

 he gives to all of them their names. 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

 his understanding is beyond measure. 

The LORD lifts up the humble; 

 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
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Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

 make melody to our God on the lyre! 

He covers the heavens with clouds; 

 he prepares rain for the earth; 

 he makes grass grow on the hills. 

He gives to the beasts their food, 

 and to the young ravens that cry. 

His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 

 nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;   

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:11–20 

 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 

flesh, which wage war against your soul.  Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 

honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 

good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 

emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil 

and to praise those who do good.  For this is the will of God, that by doing good 

you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.  Live as people who are 

free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 

Honor everyone.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the emperor. 

 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and 

gentle but also to the unjust.  For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, 

one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.  For what credit is it if, when you 

sin and are beaten for it, you endure?  But if when you do good and suffer for it 

you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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ALLELUIA 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 16:16–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 [Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little 

while, and you will see me.”  So some of his disciples said to one another, “What 

is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little 

while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”  So they 

were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’?  We do not know what he is 

talking about.”  Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is 

this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and 

you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’?  Truly, truly, I 

say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice.  You will be 

sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.  When a woman is giving birth, she 

has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she 

no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into 

the world.  So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts 

will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.   And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
685          LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS 

 
SERMON 

 
Stand 

 
OFFERTORY 192 
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Stand 

 
OFFERINGS AND PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

After each petition: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And 

most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life.  Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER 196 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 197 

 
PAX DOMINI 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

AGNUS DEI 198 
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Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
920      FORTH IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST WE GO 

 

733      O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST sts. 1–6 

 
Stand 

 

DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  



13 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
THANKSGIVING 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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SALUTATION 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

BENEDICTION 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

684       COME UNTO ME, YE WEARY 
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