
 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Easter 

April 23, 2023 

 

DIVINE SERVICE III 

 
 

710      THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 33:1, 18–20; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a 

 

The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.* 

 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia. 

Shout for joy in the LORD, O you | righteous!* 

 Praise befits the | upright. 
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who | fear him,* 

 on those who hope in his | steadfast love, 

that he may deliver their | soul from death* 

 and keep them alive in | famine. 
Our soul waits | for the LORD;* 

 he is our help | and our shield. 
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.* 

 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia. 

 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 187 

P Glory be to God on high:  
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. 

Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, 

perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11–16 

 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and 

will seek them out.  As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep 

that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from 

all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 

And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 

and will bring them into their own land.  And I will feed them on the mountains of 

Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country.  I will feed 

them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 

grazing land.  There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 

they shall feed on the mountains of Israel.  I myself will be the shepherd of my 

sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.  I will seek 

the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 

strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy.  I will feed them in 

justice.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 6 

The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
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He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the son and to the Holy Spirit;   

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:21–25 

 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.  He committed no sin, 

neither was deceit found in his mouth.  When he was reviled, he did not revile in 

return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 

him who judges justly.  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 

might die to sin and live to righteousness.  By his wounds you have been healed. 

For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
ALLELUIA 190 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 [Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep.  He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches 

them and scatters them.  He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 

the sheep.  I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me, just 

as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 

sheep.  And I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  I must bring them also, 

and they will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
709      THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 

 
SERMON 

 
Stand 

OFFERTORY 192 
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OFFERINGS AND PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

After each petition: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And 

most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life.  Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 
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witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 196 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 197 

 
PAX DOMINI 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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AGNUS DEI 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
864        SHEPHERD OF TENDER YOUTH 

 
693        O HOLY SPIRIT, GRANT US GRACE 

 
Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C   Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS 199 
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THANKSGIVING 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

SALUTATION 201 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
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BENEDICTION 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

740        I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB 
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Next weeks lessons 

 

5th Sunday of Easter 

Isaiah 40: 25-31 

Psalm 147: 1-11 

1 Peter 2: 11-20 

John 16: 16-22 


