Advent with the Saints
a Midweek Evening Prayer Series

Midweek 2: St. Stephen, Martyr

December 8th, 4:00 & 7:00 PM
Concordia Lutheran Church - Greenwood, IN

EVENING PRAYER

Service of Light
Stand

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
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and the day is almost

Let Your light scatter the darkness
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and il - Iu - mine Your Church.

PHOS HILARON LSB 244
Joyous light of glory:
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the

set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be-ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245

Sit

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may
His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your
whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.

( O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

(I] Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-1ly Spir - it; as it was in
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.
Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY: 349 HARK THE GLAD SOUND
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - lor
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, The bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And  with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heav'n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - ry voice a song.
burst, The 1 = ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
Readings

2 CHRONICLES 24:17-22

Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the
king listened to them. And they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and
served the Asherim and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.
Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to the LORD. These testified against them, but



they would not pay attention.

Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the
people, and said to them, “Thus says God, “‘Why do you break the commandments of the LORD, so
that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.”” But they
conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the
house of the LORD. Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s
father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when he was dying, he said, “May the LORD see and
avenge!”

O Lord, have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God.

ACTS 6:8—7:2a, 51-60

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. Then
some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyreni-
ans, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen.
But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. Then they se-
cretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and
God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and
seized him and brought him before the council, and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man
never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, for we have heard him say that this
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.”
And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

And the high priest said, “Are these things sor”” 2And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .

You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your
fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and
murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he,
full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together
at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their gar-
ments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

O Lord, have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God.

MATTHEW 23:34-39

[Jesus said:] “Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill
and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on
you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood
of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I
say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you would not! See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
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Stand

O Lord, have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Canticle

934 MY SOUL NOW MAGNIFIES THE LORD
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1 My soul now mag - ni - fies the Lord; My spir - it
2 For He a - lone who shows such might Has done a -
3 His arm is  strong; His strength is great. He  scat - ters
4 He feeds the hun - gry as His own;  The wealth-y
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those of proud in - tent Andcasts them down from high es -
leave with emp - ty hands. He gives His help to Is - ra-
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gard, And 1 am blest  for time to come.
lLight Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
tate, Then gives the low His nour - ish - ment.
el; His gra - cious prom - ise al - ways stands.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001640
Tune: Public domain
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Prayer

LSB 249

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole wortld, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Vot [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Fot [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



=)

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mer-
cy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here| . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
Alleluia.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our
whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

COLLECT FOR PEACE

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your com-
mandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 252

Let us bless the Lotrd.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION LSB 252
[P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve

you.

Amen.



HYMN TO DEPART: 880 NOW REST BENEATH NIGHT’S SHADOW
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1 Now rest be - neath night’s shad - ow The wood - land,
2 The ra - diant  sun has van - ished, TIts gold - en
3 Now all the heav'n - ly splen - dor  Breaks forth in
4 Lord Je - sus, since You love me, Now spread Your
5 My loved ones, rest se - cure - ly, For God this
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field, and mead - ow; The world in slum - ber lies.
rays are ban - ished From dark-’ning skies of night;
star - light ten - der From myr - iad worlds un-known;
wings a - bove me And shield me from a - larm.
night will sure - ly From per - il guard your heads.
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But you, my heart, a - wak - ing And prayer and mu - sic
But  Christ, the Sun of glad - ness, Dis - pel - ling all our
And we, this mar - vel see - ing, For - get our self - ish
Though Sa - tan would de - vour me, Let an - gel guards sing
Sweet slum-bers may He send you And bid His hosts at -
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mak - ing, Let praise to your Cre - a - tor rise.
sad - ness, Shines down on us in warm - est light.
be - ing For joy of beau - ty not  our own.
oer me: This child of God shall meet no harm.
tend you And through the night watch o’er your  beds.
Text and tune: Public domain
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES

December 24, Christmas Eve, 4pm, 6pm, 8pm.
December 25, Christmas Day, 10 am Holy communion

December 31, New Years Eve, 7pm.



