CHRISTMAS DAY

December 25, 2021
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

1  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. Refrain
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
Stand

(P] In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS pg. 154
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
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[P The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Sit

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 52: 7-10 (ESV pg. 613)
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace,
who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they
see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem,

for the LorD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LorD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
(P) Thanks be to God.

PSALM 2: 1-12 (ESV pg. 448, spoken responsively)
(P} Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and
against his anointed, saying,

“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”
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He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.

Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying,
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“As for me, | have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

| will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today | have begotten you.
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Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.

You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
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Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.

®

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

EPISTLE Hebrews 1: 1-12 (ESV pg. 1001)

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he up-
holds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I
will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the
world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds,
and his ministers a flame of fine." But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever an ever, the



scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wicked-
ness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."
And, "You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your
hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll
them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end."

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE pg. 156
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HOLY GOSPEL
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. (vs. 1-18 ESV pg. 886)
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Glo -ry to You, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a wit-
ness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came
to bear witness about the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to
his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness about
him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he
was before me." And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God,
who 1s at the Father's side, he has made him known.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our sal-
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vation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to
come. Amen.

Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY 359 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming

1

Lo, how arose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As prophets long have sung,

It came, a flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter,

When half-spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere.

True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us

And lightens ev’ry load.

O Savior, child of Mary, Who felt our human woe;

O Savior, King of glory, Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.

SERMON

Stand

OFFERTORY pg 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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va - tion and will call on thename of the Lord. I will pay my



vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE
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® The Lord be with you.

R

And al - so with you.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

SANCTUS pg. 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who



comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI pg. 163
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P] The peace of the Lord be withyou al - ways.
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
e —_— | =
—@—d—d—.d P — s o * o o, = |
\\__//
sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 373 See amid the Winter's Snow

1 See amid the winter’s snow, Born for us on earth below,
See, the gentle Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years. Refrain.

Refrain  Hail, O ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”



2 Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. Refrain.

3 Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this! Refrain

4  Teach, O teach us, holy Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee In Thy sweet humility. Refrain.

Stand
DISMISSAL
([P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart + in peace.
Amen.

THANK THE LORD pg 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name,

He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy
Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pil-
grimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the mar-
riage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION  pg. 166
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN 378 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light

1 Break forth, O beauteous heav’nly light, And usher in the morning.
Ye shepherds, shrink not with affright, The day of grace is dawning.
This Child, though weak in infancy, Our confidence and joy shall be,
The pow’r of Satan breaking, Our peace with God now making.
2 O dearest Child, whom I adore, Whose grace surpasses measure,
My Brother, whom I cherish more Than earth with all its treasure:
Haste from Thy manger to depart, O come and dwell within my heart;
With joy will I receive Thee, A cradle there will give Thee.

3 All blessing, thanks, and praise to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, be given:
Thou hast my Brother deigned to be, Thou Lord of earth and heaven.
Help me throughout this day of grace To praise Thy love and seek Thy face;
And when I stand before Thee Forever to adore Thee.

SILENT PRAYER

Next Week’s Lessons
1st Sunday after Christmas
Exodus 13: 1-3a, 11-15
Psalm 111: 1-10
Colossians 3: 12-17

Luke 2: 22-40
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