St. James of Jerusalem

brother of Jesus and Martyr

October 24, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN 824 May God Bestow on Us His Grace

1  May God bestow on us His grace, With blessings rich provide us;
And may the brightness of His face To life eternal guide us,
That we His saving health may know, His gracious will and pleasure,
And also to the nations show  Christ’s riches without measure
And unto God convert them.

2 Thine over all shall be the praise And thanks of ev’ry nation;
And all the world with joy shall raise The voice of exultation.
For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, Nor suffer sin to flourish;
Thy people’s pasture is Thy Word  Their souls to feed and nourish,
In righteous paths to keep them.

3 O let the people praise Thy worth, In all good works increasing;
The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, Thy Word is rich in blessing.
May God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit bless us!
Let all the world praise Him alone, Let solemn awe possess us.
Now let our hearts say, “Amen!”
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

ava©

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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C Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
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P) The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

P Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, shepherd of Your people, You raised up James the Just, brother of our Lord, to lead and
guide Your Church. Grant that we may follow his example of prayer and reconciliation and be strength-
ened by the witness of his death; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

FIRST READING Acts 15: 12-22a (ESV pg. 924)

And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and won-
ders God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James replied,
“Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people
for his name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, “‘After this [ will return,
and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, that the rem-
nant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who
makes these things known from of old.” Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the
Gentiles who turn to God, but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from
sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. For from ancient generations Moses
has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” Then it
seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them and
send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 133: 1-3 (ESV pg. 519, spoken responsively)
P Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!

C Itis like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running
down on the collar of his robes!

P It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD has commanded
the blessing, life forevermore.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

EPISTLE James 1: 1-12 (ESV pg. 1011)

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your
faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,



lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without re-
proach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. Let the lowly brother boast in
his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. For the
sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will
the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE pg. 156
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HOLY GOSPEL

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. (vs. 54-58 ESV pg. 819)
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Glo - ry to You, Lord.
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Coming to his hometown [Jesus] taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said,
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his
mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his
sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said
to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” And he did not
do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

C 1Ibelieve in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one sub-
stance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose king-



dom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to
come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY 518 By All Your Saints in Warfare

1 By all Your saints in warfare, For all Your saints at rest,
Your holy name, O Jesus, Forevermore be blest!
For You have won the battle That they might wear the crown;
And now they shine in glory Reflected from Your throne.

27 We sing of James, Christ’s brother, Who at Jerusalem
Told how God loved the Gentiles And, in Christ, welcomed them.
Rejoicing in salvation May we too, by God’s grace,
Extend Christ’s invitation To all the human race.

3 Then let us praise the Father And worship God the Son
And sing to God the Spirit, Eternal Three in One,
Till all the ransomed number Fall down before the throne,
Ascribing pow’r and glory And praise to God alone.

SERMON
Stand
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.




PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE
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) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

SANCTUS pg. 161
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD



PAX DOMINI pg. 163
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P The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light

1 O Christ, our true and only light, Enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear Your voice And in Your fold with us rejoice.

2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

3 O gently call those gone astray That they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed In You find peace and heav’nly rest.

4  Shine on the darkened and the cold; Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart; Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

W

That they with us may evermore Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv’n By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.



785 We Praise You, O God

1  We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.

2 We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.
When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

3 With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us.
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

Stand
DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life ever-
lasting. Depart + in peace.

C Amen.
THANK THE LORD pg 164
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Sup-
per of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that,
on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



Benediction pg. 166
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(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN 689 Let Me Be Thine Forever

1  Let me be Thine forever, My faithful God and Lord,
Let me forsake Thee never Nor wander from Thy Word.
Lord, do not let me waver, But give me steadfastness,
And for such grace forever Thy holy name I'll bless.

2 Lord Jesus, my salvation, My light, my life divine,
My only consolation, O make me wholly Thine!
For Thou hast dearly bought me With blood and bitter pain.
Let me, since Thou hast sought me, Eternal life obtain.

3 O Thou, O Holy Spirit, My comforter and guide,
Grant that in Jesus’ merit [ always may confide,
Him to the end confessing Whom I have known by faith.
Give me Thy constant blessing And grant a Christian death.

SILENT PRAYER

Next Week’s Lessons
Reformation Day
Revelation 14: 6-7
Psalm 46: 1-11
romans 3: 19-28
John 8: 31-36
Matthew 11: 12-19
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